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1. Information on Huguenots

Proceedings of the Huguenot Society XXV (1) 1989

The Huguenots and Dublin
By Canon C A EmPEY
Dublin Millennium address in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, 20 November 1988

I't is too soon to assess the impact of the celebration of a millennium in the
story of our city, but I would suggest that it has made Dubliners more
conscious of the richness of their European heritage. The frozen, dreary
landscape of the Ireland of nationalist mythology, with an emphasis on
ancient wrongs, is giving way to a richer appreciation of that heritage. The
landscape is assuming a life of its own. The prototypes are replaced in our
imagination by real people. The Vikings have shed their horns, and none
too soon either. Thanks to the persistence of the archaeologists at Wood
Quay we can gain a vivid impression of daily life in Norse Dublin, even to
the point of being able to recreate the powerful odours.

The history of our city is therefore a complex tapestry interwoven with
the strands of successive European migrations: Viking, Norman, Flemish,
Old English and New English, followed by the Huguenots. So who are these
Huguenots, and what, exactly, is their significance?

The term Huguenot is thought originally to have had nothing to do with
French protestantism. It was a German nickname for Swiss confederates —
Eidgenossen in German — opposed to the Duke of Savoy and led by Hugues
Besancon — and it came to be applied to the French reformés around 1532.
The reason why this term has entered every European language has to do
with the worldwide diaspora of French Calvinists created by the intensi-
fication of persecution in France itself, culminating in the revocation of the
Edict of Nantes by Louis XIV in 1685, which removed the last vestige of
protection for protestants. In fact their situation had always been pre-
carious, even while the Edict was in force. As the political power of the
Huguenot community dwindled in the 17th century, the screws were
tightened remorselessly until they were faced with the stark choice of
getting out or going under.

Well, you might say, what was so special about the penal laws of France
— mindful of our own experience in Ireland — in an age when toleration
was the exception rather than the rule? The Irish penal laws, bad as they
were, did not induce either a significant number of conversions or any
significant emigration. The essential difference is that the Irish measures
were designed to prevent the return to power of the old Catholic aristo-
cracy, rather than to secure the conversion of the population, whereas in
France the whole weight of an absolutist monarchy was added to that of the
regional authorities in a fairly concerted drive to extinguish Calvinism.
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2 Genealogical research undertaken by Mr Baisley
at the time Arthur Ducros was Knighted

The connection of the Dublin Du Cros to the French du Cros was made by Mr Baisley on behalf
of William Harvey Ducros in 1903. Pieta and Julian Laing found the following and other

documents in the National Library of Ireland, Dublin, September 2006, in box MS 8315 (6)
Ducros.































3. Extract from Burke’s Peerage




4. Extract from Pensioners of William IllII's Regiment
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Note: items 108 and 109 above are not completely accurate.




5. Wills




Will of Anne Ducros as transcribed for Heraldry search requested by Mr Baisley on behalf
of William Harvey Ducros.










6. Extracts from Keeper of the Public Record in Irel

and; and Parish of St Bride Dublin




7. Extract from Parish of St Bride Dublin




8. Marriaae Licence Henrv Ducros 1810

From Sotheby’s 24 June 1935, Betham’s Genealogical Abstracts Dublin Marriage Licences
Series 5, 1806 — 1826, Vol 17 entry 65 page 22 in National Archives, National Library of
Ireland, Dublin.




