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Chapter 2 Descendants of William Harvey du Cros 
b.1778 

 

 
 
 
 

 
First Generation 
 
1. William Harvey DUCROS , son of Samuel Peter DU CROS and Mary DAWSON , was 
born in Dec 1778 in Dublin, Ireland1 and died in Sep 18361 at age 57. He was baptised on 20 
Dec 1778 in St Werburgh, Dublin. 
 
William Harvey was a tinplate maker according to his son John Henry on the immigration 
record 1841. The Ducros Heraldry search undertaken in 1903 revealed the following: 
 

�  1800 to 1806, William Ducros & Co, Braziers and Jappanners, 26 Golden Lane Dublin 
�  1809, 1810, 1821 (census) and 1823, Braziers and Jappanners, 9 Werberg St Dublin 

(5 storey house) 
�  1828, Lampmaker, 140 Abbey St Dublin (Edward's baptism) 
�  1831, Lampmaker and gasfitter, 140 Abbey St Dublin 
�  1832 131 Capel Rd Dublin 
�  1840 187 Gt Britain Rd Dublin 
 
There were no further entries in trade directories. Other sources found by Pieta and 
Julian Laing are as follows: 
�  Piggotts Directory 1820 - William Ducros - 9 Werburgh St Dublin - brazier, pewterer & 

tinplater 
�  Piggotts commercial directory 1824 - William Ducros, lampmaker (& gasfitter) 9 

Werburgh St Dublin 
�  Dublin Almanac 1836 - William Ducros, tinplate worker, gas fitter & lamp 

manufacturer, 23 Capel St 
�  He was not listed in the 1842 Almanac. 

 
William married Harriot Maria WILLIAMS , daughter of William WILLIAMS and 
Harriet UNKNOWN , on 17 Aug 1804 in Dublin, Ireland.2  Harriot was born in 1789 in 
Dublin, Ireland and died in Jul 1867 in Dublin, Ireland at age 78. The birth date is 
probably wrong since she would have married at a very young age. 

 
Children from this marriage were: 
+ 2 F i.  Harriette DUCROS was born in Sep 1806. 

See 2.1 See 2.2 See 2.3 
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+ 3 F ii.  Eliza Priscilla (ELIZABETH)DUCROS was born in 1810.3 

+ 4 M iii.  William DUCROS was born in 1813. 
+ 5 F iv.  Mary Anna 'Ann' DUCROS was born in 1814. 
+ 6 F v.  Emma DUCROS was born in 1815 and died before 1821. 
+ 7 F vi.  Emma Laura (Emily) DUCROS was born in 1816. 
+ 8 M vii.  John Henry DUCROS was born 1817 or 1818 in Dublin, Ireland and died on 7 

Jun 1877 in Ballarat, Victoria, Aust4 at age 59. 
+ 9 F viii.  Phoebe Louisa DUCROS was born in 1819.3 

+ 10 F ix.  Constantina (Constance) Anna DUCROS was born in 1824. 
+ 11 M x.  Edward Peter DUCROS was born on 28 Dec 1828 in Dublin, Ireland5 and died on 

14 Jun 19071 at age 78. 
 
 
Second Generation 
 
2. Harriette DUCROS was born in Sep 1806. 
 
Since Harriette's name is spelt differently to that of her mother Harriot and she is not 
listed in the 1821 census cited by the Ducros genealogical search, Harriette may in 
fact not be a child of William and Harriot. It does make sense however that the first 
daughter would be called Harriette and she may have already left home or died by 
1821. This Harriette is considered to be too old to be the one that married Richard 
Pennefather in 1855. She was baptised on 9 Sep 1806. 
 
3. Eliza Priscilla (ELIZABETH)DUCROS was born in 1810.3  She was baptised on 4 Nov 
1810 in St Werburg Dublin. 
  

Eliza married John COFFEY in 1833.6 

 
4. William DUCROS was born in 1813. 
 
In 1840, a William du Cros (born in the Ulster provinces in 1815) married Eliza Murphy 
(born about 1817) in the diocese of Connor and Drumore. It is not known if this is 
the same William du Cros - the birth years are 2 years apart. The 1891 census provides 
details of a Eliza fanny Ducros (aged 24) born in Belfast about 1867. 
 
5. Mary Anna 'Ann' DUCROS was born in 1814. 
 

Mary married Francis Edward DALLY in 1837.2 

 
6. Emma DUCROS was born in 1815 and died before 1821. She was baptised on 17 Mar 
1815. 
 
7. Emma Laura (Emily) DUCROS was born in 1816. She was baptised on 17 Mar 1816. 
 
8. John Henry DUCROS was born 1817 or 1818 in Dublin, Ireland 
and died on 7 Jun 1877 in Ballarat, Victoria, Aust4 at age 59. 

 
(see 2.1 below) 

 
9. Phoebe Louisa DUCROS was born in 1819.3 
 

(see 2.2 below) 
 

10. Constantina (Constance) Anna DUCROS was born in 1824. She was baptised on 16 
Mar 1824.8 
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Constantina married William BOWERS-TAYLOR in 1846 in Dublin, Ireland.2 

 

11. Edward Peter DUCROS was born on 28 Dec 1828 in Dublin, Ireland5 and died on 14 Jun 
19071 at age 78. 
 

(see 2.3 below) 
 
Source Citations 
9 
1. Burke's Peerage & Baronetage. 
2. Keeper of the Public Records in Ireland p305. 
3. 1821 census. 
4. Death Certificate. 
5. Stat Dec Edward Peter Du Cros. 
6. Dublin will and grant index 1900 - 1858. .... Keeper of the Public Records in Ireland p305. 
7. Birth Certificate William Harvey Ducros 1841. 
8. bapt cert cited Mr Baisley re du Cros claim for Crest. 
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2.1 Descendants of John Henry Ducros b.1817 -  to A ustralia 
 

 
 
 

First Generation  
 
1.  John Henry DUCROS,  son of William Harvey DUCROS and Harriot Maria WILLIAMS , was 
born 1817 or 1818 in Dublin, Ireland and died on 7 Jun 1877 in Ballarat, Victoria, Aust

1
 at age 59.  

 
John Henry was a musical instrument maker and tinsmith, living and working in Hunter Street 
Sydney. He Left Liverpool 26 March 1840 and arrived in Sydney 13 July 1840, aged about 22,  as 
a bounty immigrant from England on the ship Formosa. His fare was paid by the bounty scheme 
whereby money was raised from sale of land in Australia by the English Government. 

 
At the time of his son William Harvey's baptism in 1841, his occupation is given as a gasfitter. 
 
He died aged 59 in the district Hospital Ballarat, having had cancer of the Pharynx for 7 months 
and haemorrhage. 
 
The Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, reported Saturday 11 October 1851: 

 
New Insolvent.- John Ducros, of Hun- 
ter-street, Sydney, music seller. Liabilities 
£61 11s. 2d. Assets, personal property- £11. 
Debts due-£6 15s. Balance deficiency-£43 
16s. 2d. Mr. George King, official assignee. 

 
He worked as a Gasfitter in 1841.

2
   He was baptised on 29 Dec 1817.

3
   He worked as a Musical 

instrument maker from 1846 to 1874.
4
   He worked as a Tinsmith in 1877.

1
  

 
John Henry married Elizabeth PICOTT , daughter of (unclear) Ian PICOTT and Elizabeth 
MORTON Elizabeth was born on 1 May 1822 in Cork, Ireland

5
 and died on 23 Aug 1888 in 

Carlton, Victoria, Aust
6
 at age 66. According to the immigration record, Elizabeth was a 

dressmaker, daughter of Ian Picott and Elizabeth Morton. 
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Children from this marriage were: 
 
+ 2 M i. William Harvey DUCROS  was born on 22 May 1841 in Sydney, NSW.

7
  

  + 3 M ii. Edward Peter DUCROS  was born in 1844 and died on 5 Jul 1874 in North 
Melbourne, Victoria

8
 at age 30.  

  + 4 M iii. John James DUCROS  was born on 3 Nov 1846 in Sydney, NSW
9
 and died on 28 

Mar 1931 in St Kilda, Vic, Aust
1
 at age 84.  

  + 5 F iv. Elizabeth Anne DUCROS  was born in 1850 in Sydney, NSW
10

 and died on 23 
Jan 1880 in Carlton, Vic, Australia

8
 at age 30.  

 
Second Generation  
 
2.  William Harvey DUCROS  was born on 22 May 1841 in Sydney, NSW.

7
 He was baptised in 

Sydney, NSW.  
 
3.  Edward Peter DUCROS  was born in 1844 and died on 5 Jul 1874 in North Melbourne, Victoria

8
 

at age 30. He died having had hepatitis, dropsy and exhaustion for 1 month. 
 

4.  John James DUCROS  was born on 3 Nov 1846 in Sydney, NSW
9
 and died on 28 Mar 1931 in 

St Kilda, Vic, Aust
1
 at age 84.  

 
The 1909 Electoral roll has John listed as a mechanic living at 11 
Cowper ST Footsgray. By 1919 the Electoral roll lists him as a 
salesman living at 8 Peels St Windsor, Victoria with his wife Mary Ann 
and daughter Eveline May Veronica. 
 
He died in 1931 at 16 William St, St Kilda of cardiac failure and 
carcinoma of the mouth 
He was baptised on 28 Feb 1847 in Parish Of St Philip, Sydney.

11
   He 

worked as a Musical instrument maker in 1880.
12

   He worked as an 
Engineer in 1891.

13
   He worked as a Storeman/clerk in 1898.

14
  

 
 

 
John James married Mary Anne HOWARD  on 7 Sep 
1888 in Fitzroy, Vic, Aust,

5
 daughter of John 

HOWARD and Ellen JUDD . Mary Anne was born in 
1868 in Dublin, Ireland,

15
 died on 28 Jun 1940 in East 

St Kilda, Vic, Aust1 at age 72, and was buried on 1 
Jul 1940 in Melbourne Cemetery, Carlton.1   
 
Mary was an Irish catholic. The 1901 electoral roll 
has Mary Ann living with her husband at 11 Cowper 
St Footscray, VIC. Her first two children died young. 
She died of Myocarditis which she had had for 2 
years. 
 

Children from this marriage were: 
 
  +6 M i. Arthur James DUCROS  was born on 26 Sep 1891 in Carlton, Victoria, Aust

6
 

and died on 29 Apr 1892.
6
  

  +7 F ii. Edith Ellen DUCROS  was born on 17 Apr 1893 in North Carlton, Vic, Aus and 
died on 4 Dec 1893 in North Carlton, Vic, Aus.

6
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  +8 F iii. Eveline (Eva) 'May' Veronica DUCROS  was born on 14 May 1895 in St Kilda, 
Vic, Aust and died on 22 Jul 1979 in Surrey Hills, Vic

6
 at age 84.  

  +9 M iv. Claudius Lancelot John DUCROS  was born on 5 Jul 1898 in Nelson St, St 
Kilda, Vic and died on 15 Sep 1969 in East Melbourne Vic

6
 at age 71.  

  +10M v. Ernest Hector DUCROS was born on 3 Dec 1900 in St Kilda, Vic, Aust and died 
on 11 Dec 1970 in Upway, Vic

6
 at age 70.  

 
5.  Elizabeth Anne DUCROS  was born in 1850 in Sydney, NSW

10
 and died on 23 Jan 1880 in 

Carlton, Vic, Australia
8
 at age 30.  

 
Elizabeth Anne married Frederick Thomas SEELEY . Frederick Thomas was born June qtr 
1846 in Bury St Edmund, Suffolk, England

10
 and died in 1905 in Dunolly, Victoria

10
 at age 

59. 
 

Children from this marriage were: 
 
 +11 M i. William Frederick James SEELEY  was born in 1867 in Melbourne, Victoria.  
 +12 F ii. Bessie Maude SEELEY  was born in 1869 in Richmond, Victoria.  
 +13 F iii. Jane Hannah SEELEY  was born in 1873 in North Melbourne, Victoria.  

 
 
Third Generation  
 
6.  Arthur James DUCROS  was born on 26 Sep 1891 in Carlton, Victoria, Aust

6
 and died on 29 

Apr 1892.
6
  

 
7.  Edith Ellen DUCROS  was born on 17 Apr 1893 in North Carlton, Vic, Aus and died on 4 Dec 
1893 in North Carlton, Vic, Aus.

6
  

 
8.  Eveline (Eva) 'May' Veronica DUCROS  was born on 14 May 1895 in St Kilda, Vic, Aust and 
died on 22 Jul 1979 in Surrey Hills, Vic

6
 at age 84. In 1979, she lived at 9 

Broughton Rd Surrey Hills, Vic.
1
 

 
The 1919 Electoral Roll, lists Eveline May Veronica living at 8 Peel St 
Windsor and she was a typist. 
As an adult she lived with her brother, Claude and then Ernest. 
Eva May was Godmother to Patricia Carrick and was known as "Ermie". 
 
Mark Ducros has indicated Eva was manager at "Ernest Hillier" chocolates in 
Melbourne and prior to that worked at 'Hopetown Tea Rooms'. Prior to that 
she made billiard table covers. She was 5'5" tall. 
  
Her children were: 

 
 + 14 M  i.  Living   
 + 15  M ii.  Kevin Ernest DUCROS  was born on 23 May 1924 in Carlton, Victoria, Aust

16
 and 

died on 25 Nov 1926 in Clifton Hill, Vic, Aust
8
 at age 2.  

 
9.  Claudius Lancelot John DUCROS  was born on 5 Jul 1898 in Nelson St, St Kilda, Vic and died 
on 15 Sep 1969 in East Melbourne Vic

6
 at age 71.  The 1931 Electoral Roll has Claudius and his 

wife Christina living in Marne St in the State electorate of Caulfield, VIC and Claudius is a clerk. 
Claudius' occupation is given as a solicitor when he died age 71.  In 1969 when he died (death 
certificate) he lived at 1 Marne Street, East St Kilda.  He died of a carcinoma of the Stomach. 
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Claudius Lancelot John married Christine Birrell HUSH  on 17 Nov 1928 in East 
Melbourne Vic.

5
  

 
10.  Ernest Hector DUCROS  was born on 3 Dec 1900 in St Kilda, Vic, Aust and died on 11 Dec 

1970 in Upway, Vic
6
 at age 70.  

 
In 1969, Ernest lived at 126 Old Belgrave Rd Upway, Vic.

18
   He 

worked as a Secretary in 1970.
1
   He received medical attention in 

1970 and died of Coronary Occlusion.
1
  

 
Ernest Hector married Kathleen HUGHES .  

 
  They had two children. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11.  William Frederick James SEELEY  was born in 1867 in Melbourne, Victoria.  
 
12.  Bessie Maude SEELEY  was born in 1869 in Richmond, Victoria.  
 
13.  Jane Hannah SEELEY  was born in 1873 in North Melbourne, Victoria.  
 
 
. Source Citations section 2.1 

1 Death Certificate. 
2 Birth Certificate William Harvey Ducros 1841. 
3 bapt cert cited Mr Baisley re du Cros claim for Crest. 
4 Bapt cert of John James Ducros. .... Death listing. 
5 Marriage certificate. 
6 Mark Ducros. 
7 Baptism certificate. 
8 Death listing. 
9 Birth Certificate. 
10 Lecki Ord and Ian Godfrey. 
11 Bapt cert of John James Ducros. 
12 Death Listing daughter Elizabeth. 
13 Birth listing of son Arthur. 
14 Birth listing of son Claudius. .... Death Certificate. 
15 Birth listing of son Arthur. .... Death Certificate. 
16 Birth listing. 
17 Electoral role 1931. 
18 Death Certificate brother. 
19 death certificate. 
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2.2 Descendants of Phoebe Louisa Ducros – to South Africa 
 

 
 
First Generation 
 
1. Phoebe Louisa DUCROS , daughter of William Harvey DUCROS and Harriot Maria 
WILLIAMS , was born in 1819.1 

 
The birth of her grandaughter, Mary Constance Landey, was witnessed by A.L. Landey who 
was present at the birth and lived in  the same house as Theophilus and his wife Mary. It is 
therefore likely that Phoebe and Theophilus had a daughter with the initials A. L. 
 

Phoebe married Theophilus Patrick LANDEY in 1839.2  Theophilus' occupation is 
given as a Lithographer on his son Theophilus' marriage certificate. On that marriage 
certificate his name is given as John Theophilus Landey. It is likely he was called John 
by people he knew. Ferdie Jansen indicates the Leslie Succession Lists give his name 
as Theophilus Boileau Landey. 

 
The child from this marriage was: 
 
+ 2 M i. Rev Theophilus Patrick LANDEY 3 was born about 18514 and died on 

17 Jan 1935 in Dublin, Ireland5 aged about 84. 
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Second Generation 
 
2. Rev Theophilus Patrick LANDEY 3 was born about 18514 and died on 17 Jan 1935 in 
Dublin, Ireland5 aged about 84. When he married in 1876, 
Theophilus was a clerk in the GPO  
(General Post Office). His address was 16 Holles Street 
and 23 Dunville Avenue Ranelagh. Ferdie Jansen's 
research has indicated the Reverend Theophilus Patrick 
Landey was the youngest son of Theophilus Boileau 
Landey and Phoebe Louisa Ducros.  
 
He studied at Trinity College Dublin and obtained a BA 
(1873) and MA (1892). He was 
 

*  Ordained a Deacon (1884) 
*  Priest (1885) at Taum, County Galway 
*  Rector at Straid (1896-1915) 
*  Archdeacon of Achonry (1905-1915) 
*  Rector Killaqla (1915- 1925) 
*  Dean of Killala (1915-1927) 
*  Rector, Kilmoremoy (1925-1927) 
*  Retired on superannuity (1927). 

 
A certain Wilton Vaugh, of Dromahair, County Leitrim, left India Stock to the value of 500GBP 
to Theophilus in his will, dated 25 January 1925. (source: Ferdie Jansen). His death certificate 
indicates he died at at 109 Marlboro Road, in the Registrar's District of Donnybrook No. 1, 
Dublin. He was 84 years, Married, Clerk in Holy Orders, Church of Ireland. Death was due to 
Acute Pneumonia which he had suffered for 2 hours, acute myocarditis. 
 

Theophilus married Mary Ann LUXTON , daughter of John LUXTON , on 20 Apr 1876 
in Parish Church, Parish of Bray, Co. Wicklow, Ireland.6 Mary was born about 1855 in 
Portsmouth.7 It is possible that the EP Ducros who was witness to the marriage of 
Theophilus and May was Edward Peter Ducros, Phoebe's younger brother ie 
Theophilus' uncle.  

 
At the time of her marriage, Mary lived at Strandville Cottage, Bray. Her father was 
John Luxon, Coast Guard, R.N. When her son Theophilus was born her address is given as 
38 Curzon Street, South Dublin and her son was born at number 37, where her husband also 
lived (very strange). When her daughter Mary was born, the family lived at 23 Dunville Ave, 
District of Rathmines, Dublin South. 
 
Children from this marriage were: 
 
+ 3 F i. Evelyn May LANDEY .3 

+ 4 F ii.  Mary 'Constance' LANDEY 3 was born on 15 Dec 1878 in Dublin, Ireland.9 

+ 5 M iii.  Theophilus John LANDEY was born on 28 Apr 1880 in Dublin, Ireland,3 was 
christened on 6 Jul 1880 in Ireland,10 and died on 13 Sep 1966 in Germiston, South 
Africa.11 at age 86. 

+ 6 M iv.  Charles LANDEY was born about 1882 in Dublin, Ireland.12 

+ 7 F v. Harriette LANDEY was born about 1884 in Dublin, Ireland.12 

+ 8 F vi. Florence LANDEY 3 was born about 1893 in Co. Roscommon, Ireland.12 

+ 9 F vii.  Dorothy E. LANDEY was born about 1899 in Co. Mayo, Ireland.12 
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Third Generation 
 
3. Evelyn May LANDEY .3 

 
4. Mary 'Constance' LANDEY 3 was born on 15 Dec 1878 in Dublin, Ireland.9 

Known as Constance, she was born at 23 Dunville Ave, Rathmines district, South 
Dublin. She was not married at the time of the 1901 census in Ireland. 
 
5. Theophilus John LANDEY was born on 28 Apr 1880 in 
Dublin, Ireland,3 was christened on 6 Jul 1880 in Ireland,10 

and died on 13 Sep 1966 in Germiston, South Africa.11 at 
age 86. Theophilus John Landey emigrated and became 
the progenitor of the Landey family of South Africa.  
 
The following research is by Ferdie Jansen: 
 
Theophilus John Landey was the third child and eldest 
son of Reverend Theophilus Patrick Landey of the Church 
of Ireland. His mother registered the birth which took place 
at 37 Curzon Street in the Registrar's District of No. 3 South 
City, in the Union of South Dublin, City of Dublin as "male 
Landey". It happened often at the time that parents 
registered the birth of a child, referencing the gender only, if 
a name was not yet decided upon. The name was then later 
added to the register, which did not however, happen in this 
case. It was only when the baptism record was found that 
the boy's real name was confirmed.  
 
He was baptised on 6 July 1880. His parents' names were recorded in the baptism register as 
Theophilus Patrick Landey and Mary Ann Luxon. Theophilus Patrick's profession was 
recorded as Telegraph Clerk in his son's Birth Register and Clerk in the Post Office in the 
Baptism Register. Curzon Street, where the family lived at the time, was in the of St. Peter's, in 
the diocese of Dublin. 
 
Theophilus Patrick and Mary Anne had another son and five daughters. It is not known why 
and exactly when Theophilus John relocated to South Africa. He got married to Alice Wells 
and died on 13 September 1996 abridged Death Certificate sourced from the Pietermaritzburg 
Archives Repository [reference MSCE 2722/1963] by a great grand daughter, from Cape 
Town. 
 
Theophilus John's last will and testament is also kept at the Archives in Pietermaritzburg. He 
left his complete estate, consisting of R51.00 cash, clothing and personal effects of no value, 
in equal shares to his four sons. Theophilus John died, a widow, after illness, at the age of 86 
in Germiston, South Africa.  
 

Theophilus married Alice WELLS . Alice was born in 1888 in Portsmouth.13  Alice was 
36 years old when she had her son Terence in 1924. 

 
Children from this marriage were:  
 
10 M i. Terence Wolfe LANDEY  

11 M ii. Theophilus William LANDEY .3 

12 M iii. Richard Dennis LANDEY .3 

13 M iv. Lawrence John LANDEY .3 
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6. Charles LANDEY was born about 1882 in Dublin, Ireland.12 

 
7. Harriette LANDEY was born about 1884 in Dublin, Ireland.12 

 
8. Florence LANDEY 3 was born about 1893 in Co. Roscommon, 
Ireland.12 

 
9. Dorothy E. LANDEY was born about 1899 in Co. Mayo, Ireland.12 Youngest daughter. 
 

Dorothy married Frank A. POULDEN , son of A. R. POULDEN and Unknown , on 19 
Aug in 1925. 

 
Source Citations 
1. 1821 census. 
2. Keeper of the Public Records in Ireland p305. 
3. Ferdie Jansen. 
4. BDM death index, Death record cited by Ferdie Jansen. 
5. database. 
6. Marriage certificate, From Ferdie Jansen. 
7. 1901 Census of Ireland, Town of Foxford. Ferdie Jansen obtained copy from the National Archives, Bishop St, 
Dublin. .... Ferdie Jansen. 
8. BDM birth index, Ferdie Jansen. 
9. 1901 Census of Ireland. .... BDM birth index, Ferdie Jansen. 
10. Baptism certificate, entry cite by Ferdie Jansen. 
11. Death Certificate, Abridged version cited Ferdie Jansen. 
12. 1901 Census of Ireland. 
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2.3  Descendants of Edward Peter b. 1828 and the Du nlop rubber 

connection around the world 
 

 
 
First Generation 
 
1. Edward Peter DUCROS , son of William Harvey DUCROS and Harriot Maria 
WILLIAMS , was born on 28 Dec 1828 in Dublin, Ireland1 and died on 14 Jun 19072 at 
age 78. The Statutory Declaration made by Edward Peter when he resided at South 
Hill, Blackrock, Co Dublin suggests: 

·  his parents died when he was young 
·  he was the youngest sibling 
·  he was born in Dublin. 
·  His ancestors were Huguenots who migrated from Montpellier in the province 

of Herault, France in or about the year 1700 and settled in Dublin. 
·  his ancestors were the only Du Cros in Dublin. 
·  he was told the family had a crest used by ancestors in France. 

 
He was baptised on 28 Dec 1828 in St Mary's Dublin, Ireland.2  

 
Edward married Anna Marie MALLOY , daughter of John MALLOY and 
Unknown , on 16 Sep 1845. Anna died on 27 Sep 1892. 

 
The child from this marriage was: 
 
+ 2 M i.  William 'Harvey' DU CROS was born on 19 Jun 1846 in Co. Kildare, 

Ireland,3 was christened on 2 Sep 1846 in St Andrews Dublin, and died on 21 
Dec 1918 in Dalkey, Co. Dublin3 at age 72. 
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Second Generation 
 
2. William 'Harvey' DU CROS was born on 19 Jun 1846 in Co. Kildare, Ireland,3 was 
christened on 2 Sep 1846 in St Andrews Dublin, and died on 21 Dec 1918 in Dalkey, 
Co. Dublin3 at age 72. William Harvey Du Cros, according to his son Arthur in his 1938 
book "Wheels of Fortune", was educated at the King's hospital, Dublin, (a blue coat 
school) from age 9½ to 14½ . He left home and school to fend for himself without 
money or influence, choosing to leave an unhappy home in which, apparently, his 
parents did not get on well (p63-p64).  
 
Known as Harvey, he was 65 inches tall. He 
became a clerk. "At twenty-two he had married, 
worked daily from eight o'clock to six as an 
unqualified book-keeper, was the possessor of 
two sons and £90 a year. At twenty six his home 
had become enriched by four more sons (soon to 
be increased to seven), and his bank account by 
an additional £80 a year." 
 
At the age of 30 he was advised to become more 
athletic because his sedentary life was injurious 
to his health. He won prizes at the local 
gymnastics club as well as the fencing, 
lightweight and middleweight boxing 
championships of Ireland (p70). Later he founded 
and trained the Bective Rangers Football Club 
and as its captain won the Irish Rugby 
Championship. He demanded absolute fitness in 
his sons as well; cycling, swimming etc. "In all 
matters he took the philosophic view, 'Do your best.' He would say, 'and whether you 
succeed of fail you have earned your place among the elect'." (P78) 
 
Harvey, as he was known, was President of the Irish Cyclists' Association and a 
successful businessman/ paper merchant. Dunlop, the 'inventor' of the pneumatic tyre 
had an arrangement with Bowden to float the Pneumatic Tyre Company. Bowden 
asked Harvey to become involved and as a condition of his cooperation, Harvey 
requested complete control including the appointment of directors, writing the 
prospectus, and making the issue to the public. He chose the name the Pneumatic 
Tyre and Booth's Cycle Agency Ltd, established in 1888. 
 
His six sons became involved in the company within a month of its formation and 
as they scattered around the world the Irish home was dissolved. Harvey, Alfred 
and George settled in America and Canada. William & Fred went to Belgium and 
France. Arthur went to England (initially to Coventry), and was the last to leave 
Ireland.   
 
By 1890 however, it was learned that Dunlop didn't actually have a patent for the 
pneumatic tyre and in 1891 the company bought Welch's patent. Harvey spent most of 
his time dealing with legal matters and operational matters were transferred to his 
sons and others. The company realized that it needed to have its own rubber mill and 
this was established in Birmingham, through the financing of Byrne Bros., a 
Birmingham business engaged in the production of general rubber goods. Arthur Du 
Cros had a good relationship with the Byrne brothers through the two family's 
involvement in sport - Fred Byrne excelled for England in rugby and cricket. In 1894 
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Arthur arranged loans and in 1896 Byrne Bros. was floated on the stock market as the 
Rubber Tyre Manufacturing Company based at Para Mill. Arthur Du Cros persuaded 
the company to purchase the Manor Mills and the Rubber Tyre Manufacturing 
Company in 1900 and 1901 respectively, and the two companies were amalgamated 
to form the Dunlop Rubber Company Limited. 
 
In 1912, 100% of shareholders agreed to the sale by the founder company of the 
subsidiary company Dunlop Rubber, which had been established by Sir Arthur 
Ducros. In subsequent years Dunlop expanded into a vast multinational organisation. 
Harvey Du Cros and his sons set out to convert the British Isles, then the Continent, 
then the U.S. They built new factories in France, Germany, and Canada; in seven 
years the company was reorganized with $24 million capital, and John Dunlop sold his 
interest. The company started its own rubber plantations in Malaya, bought textile mills 
to guarantee supplies of tyre fabrics. 
 
The Founder company was never merged with the new Dunlop Rubber Company 
(as sometimes reported) and preserved its identity until 1931 when it went into 
liqidation, with debts of £12,500,000. 
 
The du Cros family were on the side of unionism and on the Tory side. Harvey was 
once unionist member for Hastings, Sussex and his son Arthur sat for that borough. 
 (Compiled from 1938 book "Wheels of Fortune"; 1954 article "wheel of fortune"; 
and other information on the internet.)4 

 

William married Annie Jane ROY , daughter of 
James ROY and  
Unknown , on 20 May 1868. Annie died on 5 
May 1899. 
 
In 'Wheels of fortune", her son Arthur writes  
what she did was to reduce thrift to a science, 
remodelling for us the clothes of our elders on a 
diminishing scale, the tallest inheriting first, the 
shortest last, and generally "manage" the eight 
of us and create a home which to this day 
remains the happiest memory of my life.  
 
"There are wives and wives, as there are 
mothers and mothers. They can be helpful and 
practical, unselfish and cheerful, courageous 

and devoted, loving and loyal, but it is given to few to possess all these qualities. My 
mother was one of these...." 
 
Children from this marriage were: 
 
+ 3 M i. Frederick Hilary DUCROS was born on 10 Dec 1868 in Dublin, Ireland4 and 

died on 12 May 19175 at age 48. 
+ 4 M ii. Alfred James DU CROS was born on 10 Dec 1868 in Dublin, Ireland.4 

+ 5 M iii. Sir Arthur Philip DU CROS was born on 26 Jan 1871 in Dublin, Ireland and 
died on 28 Oct 1955 at age 84. 

+ 6 M iv. Harvey DU CROS was born on 15 Mar 1872 in Dublin, Ireland. 
+ 7 M v. George DU CROS was born on 8 Sep 1875 in Dublin, Ireland.4 

+ 8 M vi. William (Willie) DU CROS . 
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Third Generation 

 
3. Frederick Hilary DUCROS was born on 10 Dec 1868 
in Dublin,  Ireland4 and died on 12 May 19175 at age 48. 
 
Fred and Alfred were twins. Fred helped establish the 
pneumatic tyre industry in France in 1891. At the time of 
the 1901 census he was living with Florence at 6 Fortune 
Terrace, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire on own means. 
 
Frederick married Florence YARDLEY 2nd qtr 1893 in 
Pancras, London, England.6 Florence was born in 1877 
in oreenby Warwickshire.7 

 
The child from this marriage was: 
 
9 F i. Florence DUCROS was born in 1897 in Ireland.7 

 
4. Alfred James DU CROS was born on 10 Dec 1868 in 
Dublin, Ireland.4 

 
In the 1901 census, Alfred is listed as a Director of a 
Mining company, born in Ireland, living at 30 Church St 
Kensington, London. Staying with him from the United 
States were Louise Hincks (35), Marcelle Hincks (19), 
Lili Pemberton (24) John Pemberton (26) and their 
servants. 
 
Research by Sue Houston has found the following 
information on shipping trips taken: 
 

·  NY to Queenstown Ireland arriving 4 Aug 1893 on the Etruria as a Saloon 
passenger aged 24 (UK Incoming Passenger Lists 1878-1960) 

·  NY to Queenstown Ireland arriving 11 Sep 1894 on the Majestic in a First 
Cabin aged 27 (UK Incoming Passenger Lists 1878-1960) 

·  Queenstown Ireland to NY arriving 15 Sep 1893 on the Brittanic as a Transient 
passenger aged 24 travelling with Harvey Du Cros (21) and Geo Du Cros (18) 
(NY Passenger Lists 1820-1957) 

·  Cruise from Southampton return via Kingston and Nassau arriving 29 Feb 1929 
on the Laconia, in the Cunard Line. Alfred was aged 60, living at 187 Queens 
Gate London - occupation given as Chairman. (UK Incoming Passenger Lists 
1878-1960) 

·  Sth America to Liverpool, Eng, arriving 2 Apr 1933 on the Reina del Pacifico 
(Pacific Steam Navigation Co) via numerous Ports (cruise). Alfred was aged 
64, living at 187 Queens Gate London - occupation given as Chairman. (UK 
Incoming Passenger Lists 1878-1960) 

·  Melbourne Aust to San Francisco California arriving 25 Feb 1935 on the 
Monterey. Alfred aged 66 was travelling with Ethel Maud Du Cros aged 59 and 
visas were issued in Auckland New Zealand on 7 Jan 1935. Alfred's friend's 
name is given as Francis Drake. (Californian Passenger and crew Lists 1893 - 
1957.). 
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Alfred married Louise HINCKS 4th qtr 1901 in 
Marylebone, London. Louise was born about 1866 in 
USA. 
 
Alfred next married Ethel Maud about 1935. Ethel was 
born about 1876 in Bath, England. Ethel Maud was listed 
as Alfred's wife on a 1935 UK shipping list. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
5. Sir Arthur Philip DU CROS was born on 26 Jan 
1871 in Dublin, Ireland and died on 28 Oct 1955 at 
age 84. 
 
Sir Arthur du Cros established the Dunlop Rubber 
Company and became a millionaire (and possibly a 
bankrupt) as well as an MP and a significant figure of 
his time, helping establish the pneumatic tyre and 
rubber growing industries as well as other initiatives. 
 
He became a Baronet in UK (Canons, Middlesex) on 5 
July 1916. He was Hon Col 8th Battalion Royal 
Warwicks Regiment; Associate National Gallery; 
Founder Junior Imperial League and first chairman of its committee. He initiated Motor 
Ambulance Movement during European war 1914-19 and was a director of Covent 
Gardens Properties Co Ltd and an associate of the National Art Gallery. 
 
Sir Arthur sat in the House of Commons from 1908 to 1922 as a conservative. He 
was MP for Hastings 1908 to 1918 and for Clapham division of Wandsworth 1918 to 
1922. He formed the aerial defence committee House of Commons 1909. In 1923 he 
lived in St James St London (ships passenger list Berengaria) and in 1929 he lived at 
21 Park St London (Ship passenger list Rotterdam). As well as 
visiting New York at these times, he returned from Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1923 
with Spencer du Cros - unknown. 
 
He was a champion cyclist and as young as 13 was 
winning adult races using the pneumatic tyres developed 
by his father. He was called 'the Gosling' in those days.  
 
Arthur was just 17 when his father first established the 
Pneumatic Tyre and Booth's Cycle Agency Ltd and he 
became involved in this industry the fledgling industry. In 
the afterward to his book "Wheels of Fortune", his son 
Roy indicates Sir Arthur started his working life at the age 
of 15 as a clerk earning 12s. 6d. a week. Before the age 
of 20 he was one of Ireland's cycling champions and a 
holder of world records. When William Harvey "became 
engrossed in the launching of the Pneumatic Tyre Company he handed over his paper 
business to his son to terminate or continue as he thought best; my father did not find 
this trade a congenial one, so he successfully disposed of the family interests in it, and 

 

 

Alfred and George 1891 America – Source: “Wheel of Fortune” 
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was on the point of embarking for Australia to seek fame 
and fortune in that more spacious environment , when he 
was transferred to Coventry by the Pneumatic Tyre Co. 
(and at his own request, without any salary) upon a years 
trial. At the end of that year (he was) voted a salary of 600 
a year with a bonus of 200, which at that time must have 
seemed to him magnificent indeed.!" 
 
On 16 April 1913 it was reported in the times that Arthur 
Philip du Cros M.P.'s house in London had burnt down the 
previous day, with damage estimated between 40,000 and 

50,000 pounds. 
 
In 1919, following the death of his father William Harvey, Arthur took leave to travel in 
a small boat and act as consultant. He drew a remuneration of a year. The  
administration in control amounted debt of £8,000,000 in one year. Luckily the Dunlop 
Rubber Company could weather this storm and thrive again, however the company, 
with its big inventory of rubber, was also caught in 1921's commodity collapse and the 
Du Cros regime was ousted. 
 
In December 1923 writs were issued by the Directors of Dunlop Rubber against the 
President and past and present Directors associated with the financial position of the 
company. Arthur said (newspaper 8/1/1924) the losses were made after his total 
severance from the company. 
 

His residence, 
Craigwell House at 
Bognor, Sussex in 
the village of Aldwick 
was used by the King 
to recoup from an 
illness, chosen 
because of it is a 
'sunshine 
house', rebuilt in 
1919 at a cost of 
100,000 pounds in 
order to trap all 
possible sunshine. 
The 22 acres of 
grounds were 
surrounded by trees 
and high walls. 

 
He stopped living with his wife Maude after 16 years and she divorced him when he   
hadn't lived with her for 10 years and had no intention of returning. 
 
In 1923 Arthur was engaged to Miss Birkbeck but broke the engagement in 1926. He 
was successfully sued by Miss Birkbeck for $4,000. 
 
In 1935, Arthur visited Australia with his wife, on the ship Aorangi, and had to spend 
time in the Quarantine station, Sydney. 
 
He was Honorary Colonel of the 8th Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 
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Arthur married Lady Maude GOODING , daughter of William GOODING and 
Sarah Louisa SMITH , on 31 Oct 1895 in Coventry, England. The marriage 
ended in divorce in 1923. Maude was born about 1877 in Allesley, 
Warwickshire and died on 12 Dec 1938 aged about 61. 

 
Maude’s parents were from Coventry, Warwickshire. The 1871 and 1881 
census indicate her father had a servant in the house (as well as a visitor from 
France in 1871) indicating a level of status and prosperity. Her parents moved 
by the 1881 census from 75 Clarendon Rd Kensington where they lived before 
she was born (1871 census) to 1 Middleborough Street, Coventry, Holy Trinity, 
Warwick. By the 1901 census after Maude was married, her parents moved to 
number 6 Middlesborough Street. Maude and Arthur's children, Renee (aged 3) 
and Phillip Harvey (aged 2) stayed with their grandparents (Maud's parents) at 
the time of the 1901 census. 

 
Children from this marriage were: 
 
10  F  i.  Renee Maude DU CROS was born on 24 Apr 1897 in Staines, Middlesex. 

Renee married Lt-Col William Edward HEDLEY-DENT on 16 Sep 1920. 
Renee was of Shorflatt Tower, Belsay, Northumberland when she married 
and changed her name to Hedly-Dent by deed poll 1 Nov 1926. 

 
11 M ii  Sir Philip Harvey DU CROS was born on 19 Jun 1898 in Staines, 

Middlesex2 and died on 11 Oct 1975 at age 77. Second Baronet, educated 
Harrow. Capt 3rd Hus, served WW1 and WW2 (despatches), chm Cheapside 
Land Devpt Co, dir St Martin's LeGrand Property Co.  

 
Philip married (Maltilda) Dita MALLET , daughter of Sir Claude 
Coventry MALLET CMG and Unknown , on 27 Feb 1922. The marriage 
ended in divorce in 1950. (Maltilda) died in 1993.9 Divorced: Divorced, 
1950.  

 
Philip next married Lady Rosemary Theresa REES MBE , daughter of 
Sir John David REES and Unknown , on 3 Nov 1950.  

 
Rosemary was born on 23 Sep 190610 and died 
in 1994 at age 88. According to her Aviator 
certificate, in 1934 Rosemary lived at 9 
Chesham Place SW1 and was the only 
daughter of Sir John David Rees, 1st Baronet, 
KCVO. In 1939, according to 
www.airtransportaux.org women were not 
allowed on to Royal air Force Planes let alone 
Fly them. A Woman Pilot named Pauline Gower 
gained permission to establish in Nov/Dec 1939 
the British Air Transport Authority and 
Rosemary Rees was one of the first 8 selected 
to form this group which ferried all types of 

planes during WW2. Rosemary later wrote a book called 'ATA Girl' 
about her life as a pilot in the war. She was awarded an MBE. 
www.airtransportaux.org indicates: "Rosemary Rees had been a flyer 
before the war, and held an instructors license in 1938 and had toured 
extensively around the world in her Miles Hawk. She had even attended 
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an air show in Germany as war threatened. Escaping in time, she 
returned to England to fly with the ATA. To add to this colourful 
background, Rosemary Rees was also a former ballet dancer. In the 
ATA she became the Second in Command at the Hamble Ferry Pool. 
After the war she set up an air taxi business with a Percival Proctor. She 
married in 1950 and died age 92 in 1994." 
 

12 F iii.  Denise Anne DU CROS was born on 3 Sep 1901 in Staines, Middlesex.2 

 
Denise married Alan V. INSOLE on 1 Jan 1923 in St Marylebone, London. 
The marriage ended in divorce in 1927.  

 
13 M iv. Arthur Roy Peter DU CROS was born on 15 Mar1913 

in Hendon2 and died on 15 Jul 1985 at age 72. He was 
educated at Harrow and Magdalen College Oxford and 
was appointd a Barrister Inner Temple in 1936. He 
was Maj RASC in WW2. 'Roy' Du Cros wrote the 
afterward to his father's book, "Wheels of Fortune". 
Arthur's death was in the Times on 17 July 1985. 

 
UK Incoming Passenger Lists 1878 - 1960 indicate he 
travelled: 
·  aged 21 on the Cavina from Barbados in the Caribbean, arriving in Bristol, 

England 21 Jan 1935 via Barbados, Kingston, Port Antonio, Montego Bay 
and Bermuda 

·  aged 40 as a Director on the Andes from Southampton to Buenos Aires, 
Montevideo, Santos, Rio de janiero, Salvador, Las Palmas and Lisbon, 
arriving back at Southampton (a cruise) on 14 Sep 1953. 

 
Arthur Roy’s death notice in the London Times indicates his wife at that time 
was June, so it is likely he married again after his wife died in 1969. 

 
Arthur Roy married Myra Mary MOONEY , daughter of Gerald MOONEY and 
Unknown , on 27 Jul 1935. Myra died on 18 Nov 1969. Myra was formerly 
wife of John A McArevey and daughter of Gerald Mooney of Killiney, Dublin. 

 
Arthur then married Florence May WALTON KING , daughter of James WALTON 
KING and Unknown , on 21 Oct 1928.2  Florence died on 4 Jun 1951. 
 

Florence was daughter of James Walton King of Walton, Buckinghamshire. 
She travelled with Arthur in March 1928 on a cruise to Bermuda. Marjorie 
Philips also travelled with them and this is likely to be Florence's daughter who 
took the du Cros name following the marriage of Florence and Arthur, when 
Florence was about 41 years old. While Burke's Peerage lists the Marriage of 
Florence and Arthur as 1928, when they travelled together in 1929 from New 
York to Southampton, Florence King is listed as a spinster. 
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Arthur next married Mary Louise Joan BEAUMONT , daughter of William BUMAN 
and Unknown , on 22 Dec 1951. Mary died on 13 Jul 1956. Mary's father was William 
Buman from Hanover in Germany. Her surname was assumed on naturalisation in 
1934. 
 
6. Harvey DU CROS was born on 15 Mar 1872 in Dublin, Ireland. 
 
In  1901 he resided in Marylebone, London.7 Harvey is listed on his son Edward 
Pierre's marriage certificate as being a company director. Indeed, Harvey was 
Managing Director of the Swift Motor Co., selling agent for Austin cars in London. 
 

Harvey married Catherine Isabel Seton REID , daughter of David BOSWELL 
and Mary Jane C. REID , on 1 Oct 1894 in York, Ontario, Canada.13 Catherine 
was born in 1873 in Grelsq, Melbourne, Australia14 and died in Mar 1915 in 
Brentford, Middlesex, London15 at age 42. The UK incoming Passenger Lists 
1878 -1960 indicate Mrs Harvey Du Cros aged 22 travelled from Valpariso, 
Chile to Liverpool, England on the Sorata, arriving 2 Feb 1895. 
 
 

In 1901 (census) Catherine and Harvey lived at 4 
Birkenhall Mews, Marylebone, London with ladies maid, 
cook and manservant. Harvey is listed as a 
commissioner employer working at home. 
 
 

Harvey next married Dorothy ATTEWELL or 
ATTWELL , in Oct-Dec 1916 in St Martin, 
London. Dorothy was born about 1890 in 
Maidenhead Berkshire. 

 
In 1926, aged 54, Harvey travelled with his wife Dorothy, 
aged 36, from Durban, S.A. to Southampton, England 
(via a number of ports) on the Carnarvon Castle, arriving 13 Dec 1926. His address in 
England was given as Longwood, 9 Northumberland Avenue, London (UK incoming 
passenger lists 1878 - 1960). They travelled with Chas Gilbert Attewell born about 
1875 aged 51 years, Finnie? his wife aged 42 years, Jas Gilbert Attwell aged 15 years 
and Rosef (Rosey) Attewell aged 9 years. 
 
Children from this marriage were: 

 

 

Sir Arthur at the 9 Apr 1932 
London wedding of Marjorie 
Ducros, possibly the daughter 
of Sir Arthur’s second wife 
Florence May Walton King, 
form her first marriage. Source: 
Getty Image from the Internet 
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14 M i. Harvey A. DU CROS 9 was born 4th qtr 1917 in Maidenhead, Berkshire. 
 
15 M ii. Edward Pierre DU CROS was born on 22 Mar 1919 in Maidenhead 

Berkshire11 and died in May 1995 in Wentworth 
Falls, NSW at age 76. Edward Pierre was a 
company director when he married in 1951 and 
lived at 42 Bayswater Rd Darlinghurst, Sydney. 
Edward Du Cros wrote "SKIN DIVING IN 
AUSTRALIA", Angus & Robertson, 1960 as well 
as the Ocean Classic Series of Diving Books. He 
is recorded as living on Lord Howe Island for a 
time. 

 
The U.R.G. NEWS, MAY 62 indicated Edward 
Du Cros, time permitting, would screen some of 

his first rate underwater films at the AGM. As a preface to an article he wrote 
in England on SKIN DIVERS' SURFACE CRAFT it states "The author was 
one of the pioneers of the sport of Australia, for some years the Editor of the 
"Australian Skin Diving Digest", he has served over long periods on the 
committee of the Underwater Skindivers and Fishermans Association of 
Australia, is a member of the Underwater Research Group of New South 
Wales, and his book "Skindiving in Australia" is to be published this next 
Spring. He is visiting this country for a 
few months and recently showed us 
some very interesting slides and 
movies in colour.  
 
 

 
 
Edward married Katherine Jean McKINNEY , daughter of Archibald 
Thomas McKINNEY and Mary Jane MANSON , on 12 May 1951 in St 
Marks Church Darling Point, Sydney.11 Katherine was born on 10 May 
1919.12  Katherine aged 37 yrs travelled from Lagos via Takoradi, 
Freetown and Las Palmas to Liverpool England on the Aureol, arriving 
11 Feb 1957. Her occupation is listed as a secretary of 321 Bilton Rd, 
Percivale, Middlesex. 
 
Edward married again in 1956 in Sydney, NSW and had two children. 

 
 
7. George DU CROS was born on 8 Sep 1875 in 
Dublin, Ireland.4  

 
According to Sir Arthur du Cros in his book "wheels of 
Fortune", George du Cros in 1891 at the age of 16 
made with his own hands in Chicago the first 
pneumatic tyres ever produced on the continent of 
America. 
 
In an article in 'Beaded Wheels' (magazine of vintage 
car club) it indicates George and William set up W & G  

 

 

 

1934 Rily Imp that Edward raced 
(probably in the late 1960s) at 
Warwick Farm, Sydney. 
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Ducros which was the largest taxi firm in London, operating from 1908 until after WW2. 
 
George, like his brothers, was a much travelled man. The UK Incoming Passenger Lists 
1878-1960 indicate he travelled: 

·  aged 45 from NY arriving Southampton England on 9 Feb 1921 via Cherberg 
on the Aquitania 

·  aged 46 from NY arriving Southampton England on 9 Sep 1920 via Cherberg 
on the Mauretania 

·  aged 48 from Matadi Congo arriving 7 Aug 1919 in Plymoth via Boma and 
Falmouth on the Rotterdam 

·  aged 56 from Yokohama, Japan arriving London 18 Sep 1931 via Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Penang, Colombo, Bombay, Port Said, Malta, 
Marseilles and Gibraltar on the Rajputana 

·  aged 56 years from Rangoon, Burma arriving London 3 April 1932 via 
Colombo, Port Said, Marseilles, Gibraltar and Plymouth on the Yorkshire. 

 
His voyages from the Congo and Burma indicate his intricate involvement with 
Rubber production.  
 
His child was: 
 

i. George DU CROS .16 

 
8. William (Willie) DU CROS .  
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